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 Modern Dog Magazine’s 
 photo contest

Looking away from 
source of anxiety

Sitting (non-threatening 
position

Ears 
back

Body hunched, 
trying to look smallRear low, 

tail tucked Whites of 
eyes showing

Licking 
lips

Head low

Lips pulled

Any dog that fears for its safety will bite. The more stressed a dog is the closer he 
becomes to his bite threshold. Not all dogs enjoy the dog park. If your dog shows 
signs of stress, consider bringing them back at a less busy time.

Also look for:
yawning 
pacing
panting
shaking as if wet
trembling
whining
sniffing ground
urinating

This dog is intensely focused on something (a ball, a cat, intruder etc.). He may be 
preparing to rush up to another dog to play or attack. If confronting another dog, he is 
transmitting the message, “I am high-ranking.”
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